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English Language

(1) Aims & Objectives
The overall aims of the English Language curriculum are:

® to provide every learner of English with further opportunities for extending their
knowledge and experience of the cultures of other people as well as opportunities for
personal and intellectual development, further studies, pleasure and work in the English
medium; and

® to enable every learner to prepare for the changing socio-economic demands resulting from
advances in information technology (IT) — demands which include the interpretation, use
and production of texts for pleasure, study and work in the English medium.

It consists of a Compulsory Part and an Elective Part. Both the Compulsory and Elective Parts
include the learning of English Language in the Interpersonal, Knowledge and Experience
Strands. They also comprise the same learning objectives, which embody the essential content
of learning for English Language at senior secondary level.

(2) Elective Part
The Elective Part serves the purposes of adding variety to the English Language curriculum,
broadening students’ learning experience and catering for their diverse needs and interests.

The Elective Part are categorised into the following two groups:

Language Arts Non-Language Arts

® | earning English through Drama ® | earning English through Sports Communication

® Learning English through Short Stories ® Learning English through Debating

® Learning English through Poems and Songs ® Learning English through Social Issues

® |earning English through Popular Culture ® | earning English through Workplace Communication

(3) Assessment — Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education English Language
The assessment will consist of a public examination component and a school-based assessment
component as outlined in the following table:

Component Weighting Duration
Paper 1 Reading 20% 1.5 hours
Public Paper 2 Writing 25% 2 hours
Examination | Paper3 Listening & Integrated Skills 30% About 2 hours
Paper 4 Speaking 10% About 20 minutes
School-based Assessment (for school candidates only) 15%

(4) Prospect
The mastery of English is vital to learners in Hong Kong, as it opens up new possibilities for
intellectual and social development, educational attainment, career advancement, personal
fulfilment, and cultural understanding.
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